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24 February 2004 

Mr D.J. Gillespie

Secretary to the Scottish Assessors Association

Murray House

16 – 18 Bank Street

Inverness

IV1 1QY

Dear Mr Gillespie,

Fim Holdings Limited v Grampian Assessor

I am writing on behalf of the Association of Scottish Stillwater Fisheries (ASSF), which is the recognised trade association for commercial trout fisheries in Scotland.

I refer to the above opinion that was issued by the Land Valuation Appeal Court in December 2003. I believe that this opinion has given rise to a number of issues for your Association in relation to current rating.

It is the understanding of the ASSF that consideration is now being given as to whether trout fishings and, we assume, coarse fishings should be entered onto the valuation roll. The ASSF is greatly surprised and concerned by this as it was our understanding that the exemptions in Section 151(1) of the Local Government Act 1994 were intended to exempt all freshwater fishings and not just salmon fishings.

The ASSF believes that the imposition of rates onto all freshwater fishings (with the exception of salmon) would be extremely damaging for the industry. It is also our view that the net income derived from rating would be relatively small but at the same time would divert much needed money which is presently being spent on fisheries management and environmental works.

The ASSF would be very grateful for your Association’s views on this matter. We would also be very grateful if you could keep us updated on any decisions made with respect to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

George Holdsworth MIFM

Chairman

Association of Scottish Stillwater Fisheries
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