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 24 February 2004

Mr W.J. McKenzie

SEERAD

Finance and Central Services Department

3-J Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Dear Mr McKenzie,

Fim Holdings Ltd v Grampian Assessor

I am writing to you on behalf of the Association of Scottish Stillwater Fisheries (ASSF), which is the recognised trade association for commercial trout fisheries in Scotland.

I refer you to the above opinion that was issued by the Land Valuation Appeal Court in December 2003. As I am sure you will be aware, it was determined that exemption, with regard to rates, given to fishings in terms of Section 151(1) of the Local Government Act 1994 is restricted to salmon fishings.

The ASSF is greatly surprised and concerned by this as it was our understanding that the intention of the Local Government Act 1994 was to exempt all freshwater fishings (both coarse and game) and not just salmon fishing.

It is our belief that the imposition of rates on trout and, we assume, coarse fishings would be a highly retrograde step with regard to fisheries management. The net income derived from rating would be relatively small but at the same time would divert much needed cash for fisheries management, environmental works etc.

Whilst there are many thousand owners of trout and coarse fishings in Scotland many of them derive little or no income from these assets. When these rights are actually rented out then they are often done so at non-commercial or peppercorn rates and statistics on catches etc are usually not available. The ASSF, therefore, is extremely concerned that any rating would fall unevenly on the shoulders of our members as our businesses are openly run as commercial businesses, with catch rates etc freely available for public scrutiny. The commercial industry is already in a very fragile state and any rate imposition could have serious repercussions on the commercial viability of individual businesses.

It is the view of the ASSF that, should the Assessors decide there is a need to enter trout and coarse fishings onto the valuation roll, then amending legislation should be introduced as an extreme matter of urgency to rectify the situation.

The ASSF would be extremely grateful for information on the Department’s current position with regard to this extremely important matter.

Yours sincerely

George Holdsworth MIFM, Chairman
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