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Bridget Dales,
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Battleby,

Redgorton,

PERTH,

PH1 3EW

25th June 2003 

Dear Ms Dales,

DRAFT SCOTTISH OUTDOOR ACCESS CODE – CONSULTATION

I am writing on behalf of the Association of Scottish Stillwater Fisheries (ASSF) to comment on the above draft.

The ASSF is the recognised trade association for commercial trout fisheries in Scotland. We presently have over 50 members. To gain membership a fishery must be fully commercial and be able to comply with our minimum commercial standards. There are, in fact, somewhere in the region of 150 commercial and quasi-commercial stillwater fisheries in Scotland.

Commercial stillwater fisheries form the backbone of trout fishing in Scotland with most anglers fishing in these waters on a regular or occasional basis. ASSF members alone sell in the region of 400,000 permits a year. Many of the ASSF waters have an international reputation and attract anglers from all over the world. 

The ASSF welcomes the principals of this Access Code and believes that it will greatly help to increase people’s enjoyment of Scotland’s unique rural environment.

The ASSF strongly believes that the importance of commercial trout fisheries has unfortunately not been recognised in this draft. At present the draft allows for the use of all stillwaters for non motorised craft. The ASSF fully agrees that in most of Scotland’s stillwaters this will not cause a problem of conflict, as there is more than enough space for diverse activities.

However, this is not the case in most commercial stillwater trout fishery waters. Most of these waters are relatively small and are fully utilised as commercial businesses. Any other use would be highly inappropriate.

Anglers pay significant sums of money to use these waters and the uncontrolled addition of craft could have serious economic impact on these businesses. If anglers in the numbers that are present at commercial fisheries on a daily basis are being disturbed by other users then they would simply stop coming. This would obviously seriously affect the economic viability of our members businesses.

Because of this we strongly believe that conditions should be set so that for most commercial fisheries the uncontrolled use of craft should not be allowed. Without this condition there is a great danger to the future survival of many of our members businesses.

As stated earlier, the ASSF believes that on most Scottish waters there is plenty of space for all activities to live in harmony. This is not the case with commercial stillwater fisheries due to their intensive and commercial nature.

Due to the potentially serious nature of this matter, the ASSF requests a meeting with yourselves, at the earliest possible date, to discuss this matter more fully.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

George Holdsworth MIFM

Chairman ASSF

