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Dear Mr Gustar,

CONSERVATION OF NATIVE FRESHWATER FISH STOCKS: THE PROHIBITION OF KEEPING OR RELEASE OF LIVE FISH (SPECIFIED SPECIES) (SCOTLAND) ORDER 2003 

The Association of Scottish Stillwater Fisheries (ASSF) is grateful for the opportunity to respond to the above proposals. The ASSF is the recognised trade association for commercial stillwater trout fisheries in Scotland, with all our members stocking Rainbow Trout in their waters.

General

The ASSF broadly welcomes the principle of these proposals as it believes that it is necessary to regulate the stocking of non indigenous fish in Scotland due to the risks posed by some of these species. However we do have grave concerns as to the effect that this proposed Order, as presently worded, may have on our members' commercial businesses. It should be remembered that our members have invested very considerable sums of money in their businesses. If they are unable to obtain a license then they would have to stop trading forthwith and the capital value of their fishery and associated properties would be greatly reduced. In fact it could be argued that the fisheries themselves could become near worthless, as they have no other business function.

Rainbow Trout fisheries are now the backbone of angling in Scotland with an estimated 80% of all freshwater anglers fishing in these waters to a lesser or greater degree. It is essential that any legislation would not adversely affect this very important industry. Commercial trout fisheries make a significant contribution to the Scottish tourist industry and provide much needed employment in rural areas.

Specific Points

(a) We notice that there are no defining criteria for obtaining a license under these proposals. The ASSF is greatly concerned over this, as our members will have to comply with any and all criteria laid down if they wish to stay in business. Without more definite information it is impossible for businesses to plan towards solving any potential problems. It is therefore essential that more detailed information on this matter is made available to the commercial industry before we can comment more fully and before the proposed Order is implemented.

(b) We believe there could be significant costs to our members if effective screening was deemed necessary. In fact there may be a number of cases, especially on larger waters, where fully effective screening would not be physically or financially possible. For example we have a number of members waters that are reservoirs and these incorporate storm water overflows, which cannot be effectively screened for obvious reasons. Even if a solution could be found there would be massive staffing costs involved to maintain and clean screens etc. 

(c)  With regard to the above, we would like to know what financial assistance would be available to help offset costs in complying with this proposed Order?

(d) We would like to know what financial compensation would be made available to any commercial trout fishery that, due to its physical nature, was unable to fulfil the necessary criteria for obtaining a license?

(e) We believe that many of our members could have great difficulty in complying with any stringent criteria by Spring 2003, even allowing for the initial six month period of grace. The summer months are the busiest time of year with regard to customers yet any works may result, for example, in the fishery having to be closed and drained to install a new monk or similar. Because of this, work would really need to be undertaken in the winter months when the fishery is either closed or less busy. Due to this, consideration must be given to extending the period of grace for commercial fisheries.

(f) The proposals do not explain how the licensing scheme would operate. Would the license be given on an annual basis and how often would inspections be made? Who would carry out these inspections? If a problem was identified would a period of grace be given to carry out works before a license was withdrawn? We feel that this last point would be essential as a commercial fishery must stock on a very regular basis or it would have to cease trading. Once a commercial fishery had ceased trading, even for a short period of time, it would be extremely difficult to start up again as the customer base would have dispersed elsewhere.

(g) We would be particularly interested to know how the licensing of commercial fisheries would be sourced. We believe that there would be the need for a massive amount of inspection, license administration and enforcement given the size of our industry. This is especially so as it is intended to introduce the Order in Spring 2003.

(h) We would strongly disagree that, with regard to Rainbow Trout, "Conditions in Scotland are likely to be suitable for the survival of the species and may also be suitable for their breeding." Rainbow Trout have been stocked in Scotland for around 150 years (and in recent years with a very significant tonnage of fish) and there is no scientific evidence of self-sustaining populations being established. 

(i) We would strongly disagree with the statement that, with regard to Rainbow Trout, there is a danger of "hybridisation with native species". There is no scientific evidence to show that this has ever happened.

(j) We would strongly disagree with the statement that, with regard to Rainbow Trout, there is the danger of "the introduction of new parasites or exotic diseases;" All commercial stocked Rainbow Trout in Scotland come from UK fish farms. These farms are covered by all relevant disease legislation and therefore new parasites or exotic diseases would be identified before the fish were moved from the farm.

I hope you find these comments helpful and I would be very grateful if you could reply to the questions I have listed above.

Yours sincerely,

George Holdsworth MIFM

Chairman

ASSF
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